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MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT s ’ V ietnamese Communis t , In te n tion s &a Reflected 
:V Xu Caofcurecl ' Documents and** Prisoner Interroga- 

^ o-.- ..fr-t***.. *■»- * 

tioufj 


• v -& Captured documents and prisoner interrogations 
in late May mid early June suggested that the Ccm- 
mtmists at that time intended to press their "second 
offensive M against Saigon and other targets* over an . 
extended period. Since t. del- June s however, infonaa- 
. tion from these sources indicates that the Cc;->mu- 
Joists cut short their "second offensive 5 * and instead 
embarked on a period of regrouping and refitting* v; 
These sources do not provide a clear indication as 
to tho extent to which political considerations may 
have' influenced the apparent change in plans* The 
saoat recently available documents 9 dated in early.. 
July, indicate that the Coraisuniats will renew offen- 
sive operations during August* 


4 S' 




Not&J fftle memorandum wans produced solely by CIA . 
It ~vaQ prepared by the Of flee of Current Intelli- 
gence and coordinated with the Office of National 
Estimates and the Director*#) Special Assistant 
for Vietnamese Affairs, 
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1* Recently captured documents and prisoners 
indicate that the enemy is preparing new attacks 
during the current period of reduced military activ- 
ity. ■ 

2. Commtmisfc forces were advised that major new 
military victories were required to make the Paris 
talks “really meaningful” in a directive issued on 

5 Juno by the Viet Cong regional authority for Sai- 
gon and its environs. Hi© document's language sug- 
gested that a new general offensive was envisioned, 
it said, M We must commit all our might to successfully 
implement an all-out attack and general uprising to 
seise power. . . « " 

3. More -explicit reference to plane for a new 
general offensive was contained in captured notes ■ 
made in late June by a cadre of the. Viet Cong 2nd 
Battalion south of Saigon. Bio Hay offensive was 
ended, the notes said, “to permit (Communist) forces 
to strengthen themselves and make preparations for 
the Third General Offensive.” 

4. Many documents end prisoners have provided 
testimony on~ Communist plans for new attacks against 
Sal non. According to a circular apparently published 
in iata May, the Communists intended to follow up . 
their "Second General Offensives" with new attacks ' 
against the. city through June and July. ' During this 
period, forces were to bo strengthened and routes 
prepared apparently for more widespread attacks after 
July. 


5. COS VM * s Current Affairs Corami t tee issued a 
directive on 10 June to bring the war “into the 
heart of Saigon" and to increase military activity 
in nearby districts, i 


] who was captured on 


j 


I L stated that as of the time of his capture 

the plan was to launch a third "phase" of the second 
general offensive against Saigon by lato June . This 
was to terminate tho large Communist offensive opera- 
tions until after the southwest monsoon in October . 
or November, at whieh tima a Third General Offensive 
would begin. 
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6, Subsequent evidence - however , indicated that 
the Communists decided sometime in June to postpone 
their attacks on Saigon to late July an cl August, For 
example, entered orders dated 13 June to intensify 
intelligence collection on the central sections of 
Saigon asked that this work be completed by early 
August* . h captured battalion executive officer has . 
testified that his battalion had received orders on 
1 Juno to attack Saigon between 19 July and early 
August* Another letter, dated 26 June, to a unit 
in’ Subregion 4 ordered preparations for a rocket 
attack in Into July to bo coordinated with other : ;v: 
attacks throughout the region. 

7* A Viet Cong fighter who defected on 26 June 
stated that artillery attacks planned to begin on • 

28 June against Saigon as well as Da Nang and Khe 
Sanh had been postponed, although he gave no reason. 

8* A captain 'captured on 0 July stated that 
all Communist forces in his area. Subregion 3, 
south of Saigon, were underatrongfch and he did not 
believe the next offensive would begin against Sal- , A 
«on until after’. raid-August# •„ ■ ; k ■ 
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plans outside the Saigon area is limited* There has 
been relatively little tiara* since raid- June for docu- 
ments to be issued by the 'energy, captured, by allied 
forces, 'processed,' and reported to Washington* More- 
over, tiio recent period of reduced contact in much ■ 
of South Vietnam has probably reduced the. number of ■ 
documents and prisoners captured, 

li* Finally, it should be kept in mind that 
captured directives end indoctrination documents are 
more likely to instruct commanders and fighters to 
prepare for new action than to suspend activity ♦ ^ 
Captured documents therefor© do not constitute firm 
and independent proof that the enemy does or does 
not plan to renew the offensive when preparations 
permit. It in possible* in fact, that incoming docu- 
ments during the next few weeks will show sent© furbiox 
slippage in the timing of enemy attack plan's as 
the Costfaunists attempt among other tilings to cope 
with allied ■counteroperationo .and their -own mili- 
tary shortcomings * ' 

14, Attached at annex are verbatim excerpts 
from selected pertinent documents* ' ' 


■ • ■' n V ; >: 
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Farc-ts n«!lc©f.ed CiM&tar ?j«l 


’ **& Xth-otegh fclie mmstf. had' ©©aaolidafccsl the d©** 
£®nm. «.f t&a city area and is&ya aware of feii® • 
•wmsgmwJ *£f«»eive # they cqglg' not 'disrupt it 

Ouj* ailltirry vi©fc©ri©» ihrc^hout $©uth Vi© toes** 
sad 3itf*re*ri©» 3 i& .paurt&euitir » haw pr#mn that t km 
mwy will not to# tha ca§Mifeiiiti«s 'to ch*c& the 

t&ird g©n®r*jl offensive a»f eh# sit.wation ,t© f.sv- 
draM** f@t iBKat £or«r«e to achieve ffreatar ®m oeessea* 
we ismufc cojidwot vioioat ' and continuous ' 
nt&nafcg t& pxmm nt t im wim#/ frc©* Jifeteagt^saitt^ •-. 
Ms £*?*«&*» ««#- Xn wl tfo or4er# ' f .ct>a foi«$st 

hs&d^asrtjwrw * the s&c©}*4 ^anarol' offensive ia to 
©n4®4 f© jjarwit to ; forces '. t# stren^thae tfceraelvea. 
aitd. ftvsfe® ^s^g^Sijfsticsft* ■ for the , third manors t <s££«m-* • 
{sf©fc*l«ews>h with entries elated fron 77 March 
to S .stuiy a g&$x<* ft<M -l?«6>ra<j.tca»' 3# south of 
$a4$i»») * : ...■'• * "'.i • 


'..' *•?&<» ^».r mset b» brought ' into bfo* fteerfc of ’:• ' • 
s&UjiC-?** ••wiXAtsty aetlvitle* imreascd In its >iir~. 
ssooaajLn# urea*** paiiofey*tic>a corridor® ecsMSoiidatod 
&i*& all isufts^y aceea* routes to Salman out .*>*£«• 
£$ira&tlva issued ® ,10 *ftme by the Current Affairs 
ftesittoo of cm), • 


■•Fixcti 10 to 13 dims <50 K (Thu. 'hue P’egiwanfc) 

Mrl »itb4raw» fox* r^«oo«olidSt inn «jh 1 fron* 15 ihmj» 
to M duty <J8 it prepare for the tHite cliw.x* * 

Pro-paraticn for the upcmitWjf ©lioaxt K ahceld foroaK 
threu^h the ninth precinct {is Saigon} ©» ti o first 
day • (of the upco^igty offensive) ** . with «>©-* 
^at&nl 10 dun© had 3.3 July by a csdr© of tlta 
T-hu Ovo srbcra.inata to ft«t«rs»5ion 4, cast of 

fjuigoa) » 


«uniitl«w» s^cvlMw*®', aisd £xvqB t < xL» w©il as 
Sitist fcs Isoy I minf 20 duty to 5 Attg«s8$ 


forts tser 


• t 
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4ta, g&sefc ri^lri8«at» 'for feh© third oilMXls$ 
(Notebook wit h entries. by m unidentified co&m 
dated isxm X January to 13 ff8ly» captured -in 
jfe^Icm. 4>* ■■■■■'■■■■ . \ "■. "/ K : . -C- 


* 


* 


*Aao ther ehi^ewmt of rockets will be sent to 
area vary soon*. These rockets should be con- 
Coaled with eatirewe care, since they- will be t used. in 
the cyccasiBg operation* 3^»strect group 10. to wake 
•■preisttretJcsS Cor a» attack late in July." (.Letter 
date# 2€ JUne firoa* a cadre of ftibr^ion 4)* 




# 


• ?»»as«d upon the 'Military action trend in the 
third 'Quarter of IMf, the fomafcien and training 
of cadre is an Arp*rfc&nfe tank end a decisive -factor 

for the ' .Culflitottnt of laewliate sluekse* I3B-4 ..\h 

will need- a" greater m«t?©r of cadre toocims® it will 
.•'•••■ e'-ixtw and liichea* position#-;; -•■ In the ■ future # - 

its force will-.ftow in si *4 and atrejfojtbv* .tne- 

• - cemand emaAttm of present units eheeld.bo ©oswm&IJ^ 
datsBi. - .. ' this .-iroorgatiisatioa Auftt.- bo eowpleteG fey July; 
■ # v ■ ■>' : captures - on, Z July ; «rl tfc et strips . h% ‘ ; 

a C4*r« of Sutaregioa 4)* .. . • • ' 


a h £ 




ii 
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,x, iinciauj:tocE hQBttCY 
1 August 196(1 






: The CflamuniRW i*> the prat *entfc 

oarer fly inereaaad the tenpo of their policial *otiv 

55? V,V Jouth Vietn-^f hard .information or, 

aeono of Choir effort an* eh the degree o, tneir 

«5 or failur*’ i« lacking, »** SlScity 
incwaaa* domestic and international pvMStJi*/ to 

••heir viatnann ’Attismcm of-Hatio mX, Dmmcruvlo, 

SSS *hjU first »u*£«5ea 

fully during tfet tod yjj« fc«yive£* latsa? 
t1n?y ' &rs« dovo.1 . 
fair „•• sioA^Csjsswiuti i 
th*y cpptinu© to orphan «, 
of tl .© 

fjas'iiir.n that they »oa 
on the' future u 

e^<pnisatich^ * 

■ ' Xn the. co\jnt*yoide * the Ce®®so»ietf 
•'Wd^awriiMf to create the trapjungo of. 

in atM. t» «hiy thjy 5 
s«-c*3®f to ho mrtjad • t. 

Front atoiRistraiioa they Haw *etMj 
raolohi' under their control* Strain p‘ 
sketchy, hut it doaa point to a ooctirn 
hv the <»c*asauni 0 ts to develop n si tan w 
tho Front# ,tha MUatte*. and the *e*«l 
^miplatarafcleog* can ho 'orohestrist#-^ . t 
; a 6tx*m vciea- in South Vi©tnaia*s.poli' 


lopii'q tSVc'AUianco as a ®vW^oa haves 
'W to th« CAlfeen relict 

' 'a« *&o activities* an-S pro- 

ationol tiherat^m. ««g* 

. f iesd.bs.Itfcy 

mid r-aiatioaHhip* of th« ton* 
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stmienmA c*m*> 


,SHS© ffi 


in a 


\3nuar«jHl 


tcasian »fcat«d, 
5 a §ov*.ma« sit 
my •patriots* 
1M@% «r«l Ky* 


SSHBtU 


>i« «** tiws .»!« 
apparatw® "m$ 
f fiiilnr© to 
t'antf can mm, 


pprove' 
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.-i» a ether hut It- is not hws What pr6gh* 

sress lias*. Itoen I'ssE!® in j pmt of the oeunfcry. . the Al~ 
ii since appears to bo 'having t#ow©. ..succeg# in f 'Corps* ? .. ; , 
;$srti«mlarly &n'-<Qm.rf& tfoai Frovimea. fit i©fe®. • 

At. vast <ai$t«a0tf®«w3 that aovo.ra.1 fssnsfcers ©£ t!«a' Viet-* 

Mm mtiornitift' -Barty.'. (V13QBP) in Quant !%#*!' had - joined •• 
-t&e Milan©©*-. iwa4 • at ©iwfe'er-. •'©£ <:&Wtk $x#l division ©?£i«*-.: 
eora are ■ .repertecl to be inwolv^d with, tfm • 

ti .6n* rjtri *sl<3iti©fs r .the®*#. ajr©.--..^©p««*fe^ th&.t the Ommj 
Mgiti Pageant ■ in thm for Alliance '©rgaaiaatiniwO. 

efforts in tfi« province , ' &M -others that "■■ 

. in' Qtsang ' ?i» ' vxtevitse* recently a»et in <■ 

Ky to organise an Alliance* 


S* 

•*r 9. 


Oft $; 


ton# both the national ajwl • the Saigon 
Mlionaes; appear to b© gaining n i&esettrb of support:, 
Vcutft Isadora are ©Koreafline fear that tin* chaiiman 


©f the* Saigon Stu^-vats* Union -who ha * -3 


L«f-ue on the Lilian©# central ecrxnittee,. 5 ?ay have 
loft to join the organisation. If tr®o, he wovtM h& 
&m second ©hMsman of the ’&SU fc«> &©.-©©* Thor© ar& 
&lno indications that' several lawyers* awl 

»' Saigon h&vo joined hut wish t© keep .their stages 
caret* ,>-V: :;^;-' : .-v- X - ' * Xr ! A.: : ^M : -.v^- ■ • 


£* As a poisvii 
labor X«ac 


h&j«n.ct'''t©Yth& .pro* 


Imyy apparently #ts*cfc* 4 e?l€ 4 j. in : 


*isif ■ahlls?h£ng-.-m ' iabey;i*Mc& iiv Saigon. 7 -Aecor 4 ing : ‘to. 
& elixMmiiiM® source v-- : 't •■jo fomar tb* Plot* 


confederation of .fctfMB# fg$|} ..^*o JWtocaw# to ; 


tSws •lUtlian'cn afior tly, : . after iv.fc retarued'; to Uaigon" in'; 
■ n»d . |s©rsua 6 «Kl a- C«samsi»fc*lai 8 iif» 5 r:-' labor leader- 


'to ©wgaa**-* 


5 * 'anion of "mercaiai 


Stc&i 0 aicou*af nar*- 


i mi: acti 


a" «tnloii ! . 


a pe'ssea 


petition to Pri/?©. Minister 'Eueeg i>y a 

grotto of ' tra^O tmi«r*s> 




i». Front 


?. tiespiio new ©s&phaais «n the hliiar.co. the 
Ceesnunistn fr«<|t?.o»tiy shift t*je.ir propaganda or.- 
pbasie back to t&© Fronts indicating that their 
atratogy' and tactic® for using the two ©aecanlra** 
tlons nr«fc still ©velving*- The Front ccmtlnucs to ■ 
lacuo authoritative ps*ononnc©.-.'«ent« ? its pjro^idiu^ 
reeently -R»et* i f ^ eontinvaa to try to. mxz-’tmd ita 
jgspr«g®citilti.<i®r shtfi^j aM;ll is ' posrtrayad as ©©»•• 
tinning to .direcfc th& 'Cc^^amjsist ^ar. ie tho 

■; ©' : "'.> "” :> ' .’' v)r‘.',' .; % l> ; '• v ';: : .. E .r^c, 
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